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SUBJECT: (MULCAHY MISSION:) MEETING WITH AMIN 

1 . I MET WITH AMIN ON 24 NOVEMBER. HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY 
COL.SABUNI, MINISTER OE INDUSTRY AND HEAD OE THE "DEFENSE 
COUNCIL." ZAIRIAN EOREIGN MINISTER BULA WAS THERE TOO. 

AMIN HAD TWO BASIC THINGS ON HIS MIND: THE NEED FOR 
IMPROVEMENT IN US-UGANDAN RELATIONS AND THE IMPORTANCE OF 
CONTINUED AND EVEN MORE URGENT US HELP FOR FNLA/UNITA. 

ON THE ANGOLAN PROBLEM, IT IS VERY CLEAR THAT MOBUTU (THROUGH 
BULA) HAS BROUGHT AMIN AROUND TO HIS WAY OE THINKING AND 
THE CHANCES SEEM GOOD FOR AN OAU SUMMIT ON THIS ISSUE BY 
EARLY/MID-DECEMBER. ON THE BILATERAL SIDE, AMIN DID 
NOT FAIL TO REQUEST ARMS, BUT HIS MAIN INTEREST SEEMED TO 
BE IN GETTING SOME AMERICAN EXPERTS TO HELP HIM ASSESS/DEVELOP 
COBALT, GOLD AND OTHER MINERAL DEPOSITS. 

2. US-UGANDAN RELATIONS: AMIN REEERRED TO THE "MIS- 
UNDERSTANDING" BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES AND SAID HE WAS 
SURE THAT THINGS COULD BE SORTED OUT. HE HOPED THAT 

I OR OTHER US REP COULD VISIT KAMPALA SOON WHEN WE COULD 
HAVE THE TIME TO DISCUSS THE QUESTION AT LENGTH. AMIN 
SAID HE WAS READY TO SEND A "SENIOR MAN" TO THE US AND 
HE ALLUDED TO THE ZIONISM QUESTION BY POINTING OUT THAT HE 
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WAS NOT PERSONLLY ANTI-ISRAELI. HE SAID HE HAD BERN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


TALKING TO THE EGYPTIANS AND TO ARAEAT AND THOUGHT THAT AN 
"ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION" TO THE ISRAELI PROBLEM WOULD BE WORKED 
OUT. AMIN THEN INSISTED THAT HE WAS NOT COMMITTED TO THE 
SOVIETS. "THEY WANTED ME TO BECOME A SOCIALIST IN 
RETURN EOR TWO SQUADRONS OE MIGS, BUT I REEUSED, "HE SAID. 

3. IN SUM, AMIN ADMITTED THAT THERE WAS A SERIES OE ISSUES 
WHICH STOOD IN THE WAY OE CLOSE UGANDAN-AMERICAN RELATIONS, 

BUT INSISTED THAT THESE COULD BE OVERCOME AND THAT HE WANTED 
VERY MUCH TO DO SO. I WENT THROUGH MY TALKING POINTS AS 
AMENDED BY THE SECRETARY AND ALLOWED AS HOW THE PROBLEMS 
WHICH SEPARATED THE US AND UGANDA WERE NOT OF A BILATERAL 
NATURE AND WERE CAPABLE OF SOLUTION. I SAID THAT I KNEW 

PRESIDENT FORD HAD EXPRESSED HIS PLEASURE AT AMIN'S MESSAGE OE THANKS 

FOR OUR SUPPORT TO THE OAU POSITION ON THE ANGOLAN PROBLEM. I ALSO 

SAID WE TOO WOULD LIKE TO GET BACK INTO A MORE NORMAL 

POSTURE WITH UGANDA AND THAT WITH BOTH SIDES 

WORKING CONSCIENTIOUSLY TOWARD THIS END I WAS SURE REAL 

PROGRESSCOULD BE MADE. I MADE NO PROMISES, BUT AMIN 

SEEMED PLEASED. 

4. AETER AGAIN ASSURING ME THAT AFRICA IN GENERAL AND 
UGANDA IN PARTICULAR ARE NOT COMMUNIST, THAT THE US NOW 
HAD AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY TO IMPROVE ITS POSITION IN 
AFRICA, AMIN MADE A PITCH EOR ARMS, MENTIONING SPECIFICALLY 
ONLY C- 130'S. BEFORE HE COULD GET INTO THE SUBJECT TOO 
DEEPLY, I REHEARSED THE PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH MILITARY 
ASSITANCE PROGRAMS, AND UNDERLINED THE LONG LEAD TIME 
ASSOCIATED WITH FMS. AMIN THEN PASSED ON TO WHAT HE DEFINED 
AS HIS NEED FOR AMERICAN "EXPERTS". IT WOULD APPEAR THAT 
UGANDA HAS RECENTLY DISCOVERED LARGE GOD, COBALT 

AND OTHER MINERAL DESPOSITS AND AMIN WOULD LIKE A MISSION 
OF AMERICAN EXPERTS TO COME AND HELP HIM ASSESS/DEVELOP THIS 
POTENTIAL. HE ALSO ASKED IE THE ERTS SYSTEM WHICH ZAIRE IS 
PARTICIPATING IN COULD BE EXTENDED TO UGANDA. I TRIED TO 
KEEP MY RESONSE TO THIS LATTER POINT, SAYING THAT I WOULD 
HAVE TO CHECK THE TECHNICAL ASPECTS - BUT BULA BROUGHT ME BACK 
TO THE "MISSION OF EXPERTS." I RESONDED BY SAYING THAT 
I KNEW SEVERAL CONSULTING FIRMS EXPERT IN THE MINING FIELD 
AND THIS SEEMED TO SATISFY AMIN. "TELL THEM TO COME TO 
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UGANDA," HE SAID. 

5. ANGOLA: AMIN BEGAN THIS SUBJECT BY SAYING THAT HE 
WANTED ME TO REPORT TO MY GOVERNMENT HIS AND THE OAU'S 
PLEASURE WITH THE STAND THE USG HAD TAKEN ON ANGOLAN 
RECOGNITION. UNLIKE THE RUSSIANS AND CUBANS, HE SAID, THE 
AMERICANS WERE NOT DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN ANGOLA AND THIS 
GREATLY HELPED THE US IMAGE IN AFRICA. AT THE SAME TIME, 
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AMIN INSITED THAT WE SHOULD CONTINUE TO ADI THE ANGOLAN 
PEOPLE— AND ''CONFIDENTIALLY, I WANT YOU TO CONTINUE TO 
HELP THE FNLA/UNITA, BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT COMMUNIST." HE 
STRESSED THAT MORE US HELP WAS NEEDED URGENTLY IN VIEW OF 
THE RECENT AND EVER MORE OMINIOUS INFUSION OF SOVIET ARMS 
INTO ANGOLA AND CABINDA. HE SAID MEMBERS OF HIS CONCILIATION 
COMMISSION HAD SEEN SOVIET ADVISERS USING THE SOPHISTICATED 
WEAPONRY IN MPLA POSSESSION. 

4. AMIN SAID HE SUPPORTED MOBUTU ON ANGOLA, THAT THE USG 
SHOULD CONTINUE TO HELP ZAIRE SO ZAIRE COULD HELP FNLA/UNITA, 
AND THAT UGANDA ITSELF HAD AGREED TO COME TO ZAIRE'S AID IN 
THE EVENT OF ATTACK. I ASSURED HIM AND BULA WHO HAD MADE 
SIMILAR PLEA IN SOME DETAIL THAT WE WOULD NOT ABANDON OUR 
ANGOLAN FRIENDS. 

5. I THEN MOVED THE CONVERSATION TO THE DIPLOMATIC ASPECTS 
OF THE ANGOLAN PROBLEM. I SAID THAT ANGOLA WAS AFRICA'S 
MOST SERIOUS PROBLEM, RECALLED THE US POSITION, AND WONDERED 
WHAT AMIN THOUGHT THE OAU MIGHT BE ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH TOWARD 
A PEACEFUL SOLUTION. AMIN REPLIED THAT 27 AFRICAN COUNTRIES 
WERE NOW IN FAVOR OF A SUMMIT ON ANGOLA AND THAT SIX 
FAVORED A FOREIGN MINISTERS' MEETING. HE INTIMATED 

THAT A SUMMIT WOULD BE HELD IN EARLY/MID DECEMBER. I 
ENCOURAGED HIM ON THIS AND THEN,SINCE HE HAD SAID THAT THE 
MPLA HAD TO BE EXPELLED FROM CABINDA, I ASKED WHAT THE 
OAU'S REACTION WOULD BE TO A FLEC INVASION/VICTORY. AMIN 
SAID THAT FLEC WAS A LIBERATION MOVEMENT AND THUS ACCEPTABLE. 
IN THE SAME VEIN, ZAIRE COULD HELP FLEC AS A LIBERATION 
MOVEMENT AND THAT WOULD BE ACCEPTALBE. AMIN SEEMS TO HAVE 
DECIDED TO FOLLOW MOBUTU DOWN THE LINE. 

WALKER 
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